CYPRUS WEEKLY
nuspopvie: 05/10/2012. omd oehiba 4

By Hatherine Pollard

Cypruswas characterised by the Fi-
nancial Times’ most influential
woman in the field of Technology &
Science, Helga Nowotny, as "an is-
land of scientific excellence despite
its small size”

The president of the European Re-
search Council (ERC? spoke to The
Cyprus Weekly as the ERC met in
Limassol yesterday.

“The meeting is taking place at a
propitious moment when discus-
sions on the future of investment
into research are intensifying in all
EU countries. I believethat a shiftin
thinking is needed, as even small
countries can claim to excellence as
long as they continue to invest in
research”

Cyprus hasbeen highly successfulin
ERC schemes, in spite of the rela-
tively small size of its research system.
With a total number of five ERC
grants funded for the amount of
€6.7m, the main domainsof scientific
research on the island involve two
projects on physical sciences and en-
gineering, oneon life sciences and two
on social sciences and humanities.

Nowotny said Cyprusisperforming
well, partly thanks to the University
of Cyprus and the high number of
applications from local researchers,

One in seven Cypriot public sector
researchers haveapplied tothe ERC
for funding since 2007, the highest
rate inthe BU."A poolofhigh calibre
researchers are present in Cyprus,
keen to see their country emerging
as one of the next centres of scien-~
tific excellence in the Mediterra-
nean area, Let’s help them make it
happen,” she said.

The mesting which was hosted by
the Cyprus Presidency of the Euro-
peanCouncil and the Research Pro-
motion Foundasion looked at the
various ERC grant schemes and
their results, while the participants
of the ERC working groups discussed
prospects for further researchin the
domains of innovation and indus-
trial relations, gender balance and
Open access.

They were joined by the Rector of
the University of Cyprus Constanti-
nos Christofides and ERC grantees
Dr. Elena Andreou, Dr. Antonis Kir-
mizis and Professor Marios Polycar-
pou, three leading Cypriot research-
erswhose projecis have been funded
by the ERC. Incompliance withERC
policy, each researcher employs, on
average, six post-doctorate or PhD
students on their team, in order to
help create a new generation of sci-
entific leaders,

ERC's Scientific Council is com-~

posed of 22 renowned scientists, en-
gineers and scholars from all over
BEurope -including Nobel Prize win-
ners- whoare responsible for setting
the strategy of the European Re-
search Council in terms of funding.

As a funding research agency, the
BERC provides funding through
grants, aswarded after a thorough
selection procedure. Grants can be
upto€3mioruptofive year research
and are aimed at supporting excel-
lent scientists from all fields of re-
search.

“] insist on excellence as thisis the
core principle of ERC funding - we
fund the very best scientists as long
asthey are based in Europe. Innova~
tionand researcharekey tomaintain
Furope's competitiveness so that it
is able to compete with other global
leaders such as the US, Japan, India,
Brazil and China,” noted Nowotny.

Since its launch in 2007, the ERC
has funded over 3,000 researchers
and their frontier research projects
and has become a “benchmark” of
the competitiveness of national re-
search systems complementing ex-
isting funding schemes at pational
and BEuropean levels.

The total budget of the ERC from
2007 102013 is€7.5h, with a proposed
substantial increase for 2014 to
2020.

Scientific research thriving in Cyprus
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