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Cyprus

Background information

Population (2011) 0.8 million
GDP per capita (provisional 2011) € 22 000
R&D intensity (GERD/GDP) (provisional 2010) 0.5% of GDP

An overview of the research system in Cyprus is available at ERAWATCH

After nine completed calls for ERC Starting and Advanced grants, more than 3 000 projects’ have been
selected to receive ERC funding throughout the EU and its associated countries, representing around € 5
billion in grants. In total, the ERC has received over 31 000 project proposals for these calls. The grants
are open to researchers of any nationality provided they are willing to be based in a host institution in
Europe?, where they need to spend at least half of their research time.

ERC grants
Evaluated proposals with Cypriot Host institutions 104*
Selected projects in Cypriot Host institutions 5
Starting Grants 3
Type of ERC grants Advanced Grants 2
Physical Sciences & Engineering 2
Distribution of ERC grants by domain Life Sciences 1
Social Sciences & Humanities 2
o Women 1
Distribution of ERC grants by gender Men 4
Total ERC funding committed About € 6.7 million
Non-Cypriot ERC grantees in Cypriot Host institutions 1
Cypriot ERC grantees based outside Cyprus 4

* Including some 40 for the Starting Grant 2007 call
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National support initiatives

For the Starting Grant 2009 call, a scheme managed by the Research Promotion Foundation (RPF)
offered national funding to the ERC candidates who passed the threshold but were not funded because there
were insufficient funds to support them. The RPF falls under the control of the Planning Bureau and the
Ministry of Finance. The first meeting of the newly-founded Cyprus Scientific Council (CSC) took place in
2010. The main objective of the CSC is the provision of scientific advice to the National Council for Research
and Innovation — contributing towards the drafting and development of policy and strategy in the fields of
research, technological development and innovation.

Source: ERAWATCH

! ca. 2 700 already financed
2 In the EU or the FP7 associated countries (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Faroe Islands, Former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia and Serbia, Iceland, Israel, Liechtenstein, Moldova, Montenegro, Norway, Serbia, Switzerland, Turkey)
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d4/Flag_of_Cyprus.svg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d4/Flag_of_Cyprus.svg
http://erawatch.jrc.ec.europa.eu/erawatch/opencms/information/country_pages/cy/country
http://www.research.org.cy/
http://www.planning.gov.cy/
http://www.mof.gov.cy/
http://erawatch.jrc.ec.europa.eu/erawatch/opencms/information/country_pages/cy/country?section=ResearchPolicy&subsection=RecentResearchPolicyDev

Some Cypriot key personalities in the ERC

4 Cypriot scientists are serving as ERC panel members, in charge of the evaluation of proposals and the
selection of grantees.

ERC in the Cypriot media
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Researchers get funding

Published on July 20, 2012

TWO Cypriot researchers funded by the European Research Follow the mail
Council (ERC) will give a talk today at the informal onTwitter.
Competitiveness Council in Nicosia.

7T Text size =ik
Dr Marios Avraamides and Prof Marios Polycarpou, both from the
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To peyaAo epeuvnTIKG Epyo Tou IoTIToUTON KUTIpou, TO 0Troio peAETd 1o
TapehBav, Tapow K PEAKOV TNE OTHOTQUIPIKNG PUTAVTTC KaI TIG
kAipamiké ahhayic oy KiTpo Ko Trv eupdtepn Tepogr, ke T xprion

University of Cyprus, will highlight the benefits of ERC funding and
present their projects during the lunch event with the 27 EU
research ministers.

Cyprus has been highly successful in the ERC schemes, in spite
of the relatively small size of its research system. With a total of
five ERC grantees receiving funding of €6.7 million, it has nearly
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three times more ERC grants than would be expected given its
share of public sector researchers in the EU.
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