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Cyprus-UK
relations
lauded at
the palace

Prince Charles cracks a
joke about halloumi

By George Psyllides

PRESIDENT Nicos Anasta-
siades attended a reception
at Buckingham Palace hosted
by HRH the Prince of Wales
on Monday evening to cele-
brate the ties between Cyprus
and the UK, as well as the
UK Cypriots’ contribution to
British public life.

Guests included more than
150 scientists, businessmen,
artists, academics, profes-
sionals and other members
of the Cypriot diaspora that
have excelled in their area.

Among them were Chris-
topher Pissarides, Kypros
Nicolaides, Theo Paphites,
Toukar Souleyman, Tracey
Emin, Linda Papadopoulos,
members of the Leventis and
Lazari families and others.

In his speech, Anastasiades
thanked His Royal Highness
for the invitation and the hos-
pitality for the special event,
which marked the first time
the Cypriot diaspora and the
bilateral ties were celebrated
at Buckingham Palace in
such a way.

“Tonight’s event offers us
the opportunity to celebrate
the long-lasting friendship
and enduring bonds between
our two countries and peo-
ples,” Anastasiades said.

He said those bonds were
also celebrated last year,
on the occasion of the cen-
tenary since the end of the
First World War, during which
16,000 Cypriots fought along-
side the British.

During the Second World
War, he added, more than
60,000 Cypriots joined the
struggle against fascism,
among them former president
Glafcos Clerides.

He praised Her Majesty the

Queen’s leadership of the or-
ganisation and stressed that
he has no doubt that Prince
Charles will be “equally suc-
cessful” as the next head of
the Commonwealth family.

He then stressed the impor-
tant and dynamic relations
between the Cypriot and
the British people, as dem-
onstrated by the more than
300,000 people of Cypriot de-
scent living in the UK and the
more than 1 million annual
British visitors to the island.

Referring to the three exhi-
bitions that were set up for
the reception (one with an-
tiquities from Engomi hosted
both at the British Museum
and the Cyprus Museum in
Nicosia; another with authen-
tic maps of the late 19th cen-
tury Cyprus by Lord Kitch-
ener; and a reference to a
joint academic project by the
University of Cyprus and Im-
perial College, the president
spoke of “undeniable proof
of the historical depth and of
the dynamic contemporary
relationship between our two
countries”.

The Prince of Wales started
his speech by praising the “in-
dispensable contribution” of
UK Cypriots to the UK and
the Commonwealth.

Prince Charles also high-
lighted the joint efforts of the
two peoples during the two
World Wars and he then brief-
ly referred to the develop-
ment of the UK Cypriot com-
munity, first in north London
and later on in other areas of
the UK.

He then commented, joking-
ly, that when shortages of hal-
loumi cheese were reported in
the UK last summer the situ-
ation was considered to be
“nothing short of a national
crisis.”
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